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firstlook

Neil Island will surprise you with its beauty. Discover the jewel

ol the Andamans

Hobby

'l
he miniature train modelling
township, just 60 km away from
Delhi, is enough reason for a
day out
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Winner / After bagging 5 crore in
KBC, Sushil Kumar is still comfurtable
with a train ride

Food | Check out the famous bakeries of
Inclia
Fradition / Hear from the members of
the Angla-Indian rail colony wha
MeCluskieganj meant in its heydays
Festival / Step-by-step procedure of the
cake-mixing ceremony

Heritage / Visit the S5t Thomas Church
in Kerald, the oldest in India

MNature / Find out the lesser-known
national parks in the country

Medical / Make your travel easy with
portable health equipment

Beawty / Skincare for men

Fitness [ Clear your ama through yoga
hrt / Buddha on canvas
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a moment you feel you are Lemul Gulliver. standing
FO all n a fairytale land. While the legendary captain
encourtered a race of tiny people i’-—gm the island
country of Liliput after a shipwreck, present-day Gulliver Adssh
Grover has chosen to create one at his weekend harmie in Manesar
Haryana. And this is as much a picture book countryside comiplets
P

with farms, greens, senna-roofed cottages, hard-working people,

water wheels, warshouses and- of course, the e red train,
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morning’s first brings in the post, chugging past signals, curfing arcund
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awaterall, cimbing hills and worming cver b vith his wifle, a hint that he sn't entirely a nut fitting into-a bolt
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Savs he, ° first saw tracks mounted on an oval 6x3 It beard In

they miraculously came alive wrage when | was five, Time passed but my love for

frain models didn't subside one bit, Incidentally, when my brother-in-

1 neghbour's g

|,1.|,_|I, trus 15 a mocet tosen, where ths
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the train siows down at leveal

g returmned from one of his foreign tnps years [3ler he got a train
| fancied it from day one,
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@wen as its inmate dolls wait for a4 breath of fife
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model kit for his teenage daughter, Tho

mie and | starnd on an elevated olaticrr

couldr't ask for it Luckily, she didr't i it

Grover's world. He is a practical rran with dres tosethier | remember towas a Lima model thoueh ouite basie. | ot
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ted as a mechamical engmesr but now runs 2n thome and spread it out on a plank of wood.”
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Train with a view: One of the two rail modelling layouts at Adesh’s weekend home

Of course, the cost of equipment and kack af space were majos

impediments with a non-svalabifity of ral equipment In India

“Howeaver, things changed when Homby (leading brand of maodel

ralbways in the LK) appointed a distributor in nda. Along the same

tirme, |:-||'J§':'|ng on the |nterret became easy and my holickeys started
collection gresw an

taking me to distanl shores. Slowly, rmy

my understanding of the i the craft ol
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Adech Grover
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awonden platforrm on which he lasd a 200 ftrail track, The

miadel scale, termed HO, had locomotives, bopies and wagon
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and so on. VWheth

wsembling kits, creating scenery, soratch-budding o

operating amd mamtmning e, e hobby, with s armatches

vanety, has kept me thoroughly engrossed.” shares b
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that |'ve gresem 12 love this oy and the G scale, often referred

as garden trams i gendral, for tha

it the garden ayout in March 2011, 've named o MNever 2l

fee therell abvays De something more that | vl want to a0
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music and (houghts 1or company

The smaller layout has more curves and mountamoos stretches,
even an operational hill ropeway
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tAbove) A couple of passengers wait at the platform as.a
train model approaches the station. (Right) A farmer

watches the train go past his home
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Commercially, miniature trains
are available In ditferent scales.
Modellers pick up their scale
depunding upon whal fascinates
them and according to the space
at their disposal. HO scale is the
most popular. In this, 3.5mm
(0.15 in) represents one real
foot. This ratio works out to
around 1:87.086. In HOD scale,
ralls are usually spaced 16.5mm
(0.650 in) apart and has a large
presence in the market with
iheusands of accessories
available in this miniagture size
One can collect trains, tracks,
buildings, signals, cales, human
ligures — all reduced to scale
and go an to build an imaginary
or a prototypical layouls. HOD's
size allows modellers to fit more
details and more scale miles into
an area. Those who wanl mare
of this, thera's N scale (1:160)
with a smaller Z scale [1:220).
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{Left) A Stainz model with a few bogies passes vl

bedge and (below) a young enthusiast watches the
train as it stops at a platform



GET STARTED

The best way to take up railroad modelling is to begin
with a starter set that comprises a small locomotive
and a few passenger coaches with a rail track 4 ft in
diametre, running on power supply. Then on,
depending on the interest and resources you have,
graduate to the bigger versions. You can also search
the Internet and read a lot to get inspired. But make
sure you keep at it and not get disheartened if you fail
for this will happen umpteen number of times before
you finally succeed.
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A train emerges from a tunnel and passes through farmiand

canstruct 4 50 f-lor 12 poml-to-pomt operation with the Arstocrat WREGN breaker because he was Jurkn e aboul the ral track lor

o resverse wnit,” informs Grove hours one neght to record real tran sounds for the ralroad meds
He then guides us to his "play” area and himself gets behind the | he had at home

ortrel unit, In less than 10 seconds, aimost simiar 1o the starting "Bit thien, we are lke ths,* he save sdding that thera's 103 Cer

sound of the real engine, the toy train pulls away from the miniature | fection ke recreating reality. 4 modeller will tike any amounst 4

pratten, “Yau must do it ke the real world. Start so slow that at first grumaling about negiect from their farmibes, spending hours ey

the Dogeys dont seem to move...” murmurs Grover as the train | 1o get the nght look. Houses, cinemas, ation buildines dheie e

ENtErs a tunnel, emerges, poes under a brdpe, stops at a red signal models have to be made from the kits. Each kit requires several ma
\o allow another train to pass, then gathers speed. | notice the city, | hours of efiort Once the house 5 reade it st b weeatiered 1o
wiheh e clamns s stll in stages of LI—_'I:‘.;J' built, alse has a ferris whesl rmake it loak old,” he shares. In fact: he once pesl it trolble with he
with & band of four playing alongside to entertain revellers. Mot to | wife because he took away her foad processor to shred foan

forget the platform where 4 few passengers and a coolie awalt the | to make grass” from ot YAs | said, t's an ongosng process, Yeu k
arrwval of the next tran trymg and tryng tll you get it nght. Obviously, vou nesd 10 e

Grover recalls @ story about a raifroad modelier frend who, pahence by truckicads else you can't achieve pedection.” he pubs #
a4 few years apo, was hauled up by the police a5 & suspiciows | A roanng enging that Zips past me s prool
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